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A Chameleon Case for
Color-Matching Success

t's a common saying that nonetheless bears repeating, especially when

it comes to the wealth of dental materials available, and it's this: not all

materials perform equally. This is especially noticeable when we compare
color-matching technology, a claim many products make but that is not always
equal across the board. In my experience, the Visalys line of restoratives from
Kettenbach offers very effective color-matching capabilities. In particular, Visalys
Flow truly has a chameleon effect. Its formulation allows it to blend seamlessly
into existing porcelain, zirconia, and ceramic materials, providing me with highly
esthetic restorations. It's made the Visalys line of materials a frequent go-to in my
restorative armamentarium.

In my first case, a 55-year-old woman presented to my office for root canal
treatment on tooth No. 19. She had been experiencing generalized discomfort
throughout this region intermittently for the past 2 years. About one year ago,
her general dentist noticed a crown fracture in tooth No. 19 and recommended
a full-coverage crown in an attempt to alleviate the patient's symptoms. How-
ever, the symptoms persisted. She was then referred to my office for endodontic
evaluation and treatment. After evaluation, her chief complaint was isolated and
reproduced in tooth No. 19. The endodontic diagnosis was pulp necrosis with
symptomatic apical periodontitis (Figure 1).

A Perfect Match
Root canal treatment was initiated and the access was completed through
the existing lithium disilicate crown. Crown replacement was not recommended
because the crown was relatively new and the margins were well sealed. End-
odontic treatment was completed over 2 visits with an intracanal medicament of
calcium hydroxide for 2 weeks. The canals were sealed with a bioceramic sealer
and gutta percha (Figures 2 and 3).

Figure 1—Preop radiograph

Figure 3—Postop radiograph

Figure 5—Preop radiograph
showing the close proximity of
the core to the pulp
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Figure 6—Postop radiograph
showing successful endodontic
treatment and post placement

Figure 7—The final endodontic
access restoration with Visalys
Flow is barely detectable within
the existing zirconia crown

The deepest portion of the access was
restored with Visalys Fill. To provide the
best esthetic result with her new crown,
Visalys Flow was used for the occlusal 3 mm
of restoration, along with adjunctive use of
hydrofluoric acid etch and a silane coupler
(Figure 4).

Figure 4—Endodontic access
using Visalys Flow within the
lithium disilicate crown

Visalys Core + Flow = Case Success

My second case concerns a 37-year-old man who was referred for endodontic
evaluation with pain in tooth No. 13 from biting ever since the crown was seated
2 weeks prior. After clinical testing, the endodontic diagnosis was symptomatic
irreversible pulpitis with symptomatic apical periodontitis. Root canal treatment
was recommended (Figure 5).

Again, because of the new restoration, replacing the crown was not recom-
mended. A conservative endodontic access was completed through the crown.
Root canal treatment was performed with rotary instrumentation and obturated
with gutta percha using a bioceramic sealer (Figure 6). A fiber post was antici-
pated for the final restoration. The post was bonded into the canal space using
Visalys Core. The occlusal-most portion of the restoration was restored with
Visalys Flow with the aid of a zirconia primer (Figure 7).

An Amazing Trio

In my experience, the combination of Visalys Flow, Visalys Fill, and Visalys Core
provides an amazing restorative complement for any endodontic treatment. Vis-
alys Flow is particularly well suited to seal endodontic accesses through crowns
and bridges because of its amazing Flex Shade System. This shade matching ef-
fortlessly blends into the adjacent restoration and camouflages the endo access.

The result is a highly esthetic restoration which leads to a happy patient and a
happy dental team.

GO-TO PRODUCTS USED IN THESE CASES

VISALYS CORE

With its unique Active-Connect-Technology
(ACT), Visalys Core ensures a reliable bond
with most common light-curing and dual-
curing single- and multistep adhesives. Visalys
Core is free of bisphenol-A and its derivatives
and can be placed in the cavity, void-free. It is
available in dentin and white shades in a 5-mL
double syringe and 25-mL cartridge.
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VISALYS FILL

A radiopaque, nano-hybrid filling composite for
all Class | to VI restorations, Visalys Fill can be
modeled very well, is non-sticky, and features
superior stability. It offers high polishability

and quickly leads to a brilliant finish. Visalys Fill
features a special Flex Shade System whose
chameleon characteristics cover the entire VITA
shade scale with just 5 shades.
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VISALYS FLOW

A flowable, nano-hybrid, light-cured filling
composite for small Class | to VI restorations,
Visalys Flow is suited for both anterior and
posterior work and offers superior wetting
and adaptation to cavity walls. It features a
special Flex Shade System whose chameleon
characteristics cover the entire VITA shade
scale with just 5 shades. Visalys Flow also
offers outstanding flexural and tensile strength
properties for long-term performance.
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